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Policy Guidelines Related to District Councils 


A. INTRODUCTION 


Jag These guidelines outline terms and conditions 
relevant to Departmental Financing of District 
Councils as defined herein, and apply to all 
such new or existing District Councils. 


Baz". The effective date of these guidelines is 
Aprile r ros, except “as may otherwise be 
irditceted. 
seh In these guidelines: 
(a) “District, Council" means and includes any 


grouping or aggregation of Bands (sometimes 
referred to as Area Councils or Tribal 
Councils) who have agreed to combine 
efforts and resources primarily to 
facilitate the administration or delivery 
of one or more local programs, or services 
or parts thereof to member Bands for which 
financing is provided by the Department; 
but does not include such groupings whose 
primary purpose is advisory or consultative 
Pi macule . 


(b) "Department" means the Department of Indian 
Affairs and Northern Development. 


(c) “Regional Director" means the senior 
Executive Officer of the Indian-Eskimo 
Affairs program of the Department of 
Indian Affairs and Northern Development for 
the Departmental Region in which the Bands 
are located, or a person delegated by him. 
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1 The authority of a District Council is limited 
to that which is delegated to it by a member 
Band or its Council by means of a Band Council 
Resolution, and that which is included in the 
Council's articles of incorporation. 


oo. The powers and authorities of a Band or a Band 
Council which are included in the Indian Act 
will not be so delegated. 


Ve The financing of District Councils is subject 
to the approval of the Assistant Deputy Minister 
for Indian and Eskimo Affairs. 


{beat hs A District Council is to be incorporated under 
the terms of appropriate Federal, Provincial 
or Territorial legislation. 


Taashe A District Council which exists at the date of 
implementation of these guidelines and which 
is not incorporated is required to do so prior 
LOe Ais Veo! o- 


Lobe) s Suggestions for improvement or amendment OL 
these guidelines may be sent to the appropriate 
Regional Director or to the Assistant Deputy 
Minister, Indian and Eskimo Affairs. 


MEMBERSHIP 


Pa Ges Rest e Ct aCGinc. 1. 4is5 created by and on the 
initiative of Bands or Band Councils who 
propose to become members thereof. 


Pale Ae A District Council is responsible to, and takes 
its directions from the member Bands except as 
may otherwise be indicated in these guidelines. 


Pape We Representation on the governing body of a 
District Council is as stated in the articles 
of incorporation, but each member Band or its 
Council is to have not less than one 
representative. 


ee 
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A member Band is to name its representative (s) 
by Band Council Resolution passed .at a duly 
convened Council meeting, and Such representative (s) 
are to hold office at the pleasure of the 
applicable Band Council. 


Prior to joining or withdrawing from a District 


"Council .a Band Council ‘shall: 


(a) after giving formal notice of meeting, 
convene a Band meeting at which the details 
of the proposal to join or withdraw are 
presented to whe Band members present; 


(b) be guided by the comments, suggestions, 
- direction, or votes, if any, made by the 
members at that meeting, and if authorized 
by the Band meeting; 


(c) enact a Band Council Resolution at a duly 
convened Council meeting which indicates 
the intention to join, or withdraw from, 
the District Council including the effective 
date. 


A copy of the minutes of the Band meeting is to 
be filed with the Regional Director md with the 
Diet i OUN Cin 5 


SPebanc Council. witch 1S asmember Of @ District 


COure iI aneaVve adminis ler ed pOrLion OF aij] of Its 
own programs or services, or it may request oat 
PiesWisc~rict Council administer them, on its 
behalf, subject to: 


(a) its passing an appropriate Band Council 
Resolution; 


(b) the terms and conditions agreed to with the 
governing body of the District Council; and 


ICmeeine. Cerms aia COnalctions Of Withdrawal 
included therein. 


A Band Council may by Band Council Resolution 
withdraw the authority to administer a program(s) 
Orevauge tet eool GieitsS Denalrt subject’ to” the 
CeErmSeena conditions reterred to in’ section’ 2.°/’. 
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DEPARTMENTAL FUNDING 


Sel. 


ie 


The governing body of the District Council is to 
include in its budget an amount to cover initial 
"Core" administration costs, computed on the 
basis of negotiations with the Department and 
member Bands to include the following: 


= (a) Salaries and benefits for the District 


Council “s Senior aqdministratoxn and. his 
Support. Stari: 


(b) Travel costs for the staff mentioned in (a) 
and elected District Council executives 
when travelling on District Council 
Business; 


(Cc) Costs of office and board room space, 
utilities, office supplies, telephones, 
postage, insurance and bank charges, etc., 
that are directly related to the Core 
Gouerabions, of then District Council + and 


(d) Professional advice (legal, audit, etc.). 


Member Bands will contribute towards the Core 
acme rat ton costae, OLetheir District, Council 
a minimum of 4 per cent of the Band Core Funds 
allocated to them under the Department's Core 
Funding Program during, the, first, year... Inthe 
second year, this contribution will. increase to 
a minimum of 8 per cent; and in the third year 


Beora toned Ot "LZ Der Centaee in the fourth and 


subsequent YeSES; the minimum will be 16 per eles 
of the Band's Core Funding allocations. 


The Department may contribute funds towards the 
COsts=o. Core” Operations, ofathe District 
Council during each of its first three years of 
operation. 


(a) In the first year, a sum equal to twice the 
amount of the contribution of the member 
Bands for the purposes detailed in 3.1. 
above, to a maximum equal to 20 per cent of 
the member Bands' Core funds payable for 
tuater Local ovyear. 
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(b) In the second year, a Sum equal to the 
amount of the contribution of the member 
Bands for the purposes detailed in 3.1. 
above, to a maximum equal to 15 per cent 
of the member Bands' Core funds payable 
for that fiscal vear. 


(c) In the third year, a sum equal to one-half 
of the amount of the contribution of the 
member Bands for the purposes agreed to in 
Su. above,’ to amaximm of 20 per®cent™of 
the individual Bands' Core fund payable 
for echat "frscal*year 


a. 4". The Department may contribute funds to a District 
Council during its first three years of operation 
to assist in the purchase of office equipment in 
a total amount not greater than $6,000. 


Siegioin The Department will not contribute any funds to 
geet Ce COUNC COLeany purposes Ot hér ttinarr: 


(ayo tose indicacred in paragraph 3.3. and 3.4. 
above; and 


(b) program and program administration costs 
for those programs administered by the 
District Council at the request of the 
member Bands. 


SOs For the purpose of determining the Departmental 
mecrerrouLaom uncer section 3.3., 1975/76 will 
be conSidered "year one" for District Councils 
formerror Lor co *April SPrwto7 5: 


. DEPARTMENTAL PROGRAM FUNDING 


cia The governing body of thie District -Council is to 
negotiate annually with the Department for the 
funds: 


(a) relative to the Departmental programs it 
administers on behalf of the member Bands; 
and 


(b) to cover the administration costs of 


Departmental programs it administers on 
behalf of member Bands. 
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In such negotiations, and wherever possible, 


(a) the representative(s) of the member Bands 
for which the programs/services are 
administered should be present for the 
purpose of assuring that the Bands' 
interests are safeguarded, and 


(b) all other sources of funds and proposed 
expenditures of the Council must be 
considered, including Band contributions, 
private funding sources, and other public 
funding from Federal and Provincial levels. 


All funds required for program and program 
administration costs must be found within the 


limitations of Regional Budgets. 


FINANCIAL AND PROGRAM MONITORING 


The Local Government Guidelines apply to District 
Councils. 


Twenty-five per cent of the funds approved and 
payable to the District Council will be released 
as soon as possible after April 1 of the new 
fiscal year but no further payments will be 

made until the audit is received for the previous 
fiscal year. The alloting of the remaining 75 
per cent will be at the discretion of the 


-Regional Director in consultation.with the 


PusctrwrcereCouncs.. 


The Department is to appoint a person(s) from 
Eime tGetime to conduct a program audit of 
those Departmental programs administered by a 
District Council on behalf of member Bands. 


The following documents of a District Council 
are to be made available to each member Band; 
and to the Department: 


(a) the Constitution and any By-laws made 
Pussuant to the Constitution; 


(be etene names and office addresses of ail 
ofMScials of the Council; 
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(c) 


(d) 


(e) 
(f) 


_(g) 


Meats @ 


notices of reqular and special meetings of 
pnerceunca LL: 


the minutes of all meetings of the governing 
body of sche Council: 


the annual Council budget; 


the financial audit report, and any 
subsequent reports or actions to be taken 
in respect thereof; . 


program audit reports. 


A copy of any Band Council Resolution required 
by these guidelines shall be filed with the 
Regional Director and the District Council. 


Recommended by 


Approved by 


Wile 7 S29 







Director, Date 


Community Affairs Branch 
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ia 3 
‘ He 
hiEin$ 10/2 rs 
Assistant Deputy Minister Date / 


(Indian and Eskimo Affairs). 
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